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Paper 1 Sample – NHK English loan words, Editorial on school funding 
 
 
TEXT A 
 

 
 
 
Guiding question: What is the purpose of the structure of the text? 
 
 
"Court rules against man who sued NHK for using too many loan words." Japan Today. 
2014. http://www.japantoday.com 



 

 

TEXT B 
 

Editorial: School funding system fundamentally unfair to many 
 
May 8, 2016   
 
While many Illinois school districts would welcome additional money from the state, 
there’s a question whether it’s wise to continue to throw more money into a system that 
is seriously flawed. 
 
That appears to be what Gov. Bruce Rauner and Republicans in the General Assembly 
want to do.  
 
The current system is grossly unfair, with rich districts spending up to $30,000 per 
student and poorer districts getting by on as little as $6,000 per student. The result is 
students from low-income areas, which several studies have shown need more help in 
order to succeed, receive the least amount of help. The current system undoubtedly 
places more value on some students than others. 
 
Rauner attacked the latest bill from Sen. Andy Manar, D-Bunker Hill, claiming it was a 
bailout1 for the Chicago public schools. Sen. Jason Barickman, R-Bloomington, joined 
the well-orchestrated chorus. 
 
The day before the scheduled vote, the Rauner administration exploited the politically-
charged issue by releasing a report on which districts would gain money and which 
would lose. The administration has had the bill since February, so the release was 
obviously politically motivated. If this analysis truly took the Illinois State Board of 
Education two months to complete, then they need to hire better analysts. 
 
Manar has made several changes to his proposal in recent years to make it more 
politically palatable.2 It’s a difficult topic because some districts would lose state funding. 
 
The latest version includes a section that would have phased in the changes over the 
four years. That would give school districts that receive less state funding a chance to 
adapt. 
 
Manar also has a provision for the state to pick up the cost of teacher pensions for 
Chicago schools. The state picks up the costs of pensions for districts in the rest of the 
state, but Manar has since changed that provision. 
 
Barickman criticized the bill because Manar did not have a plan to fund the additional 
cost. Rauner wants to spend an additional $55 million on schools in the next fiscal year, 
but has revealed no plans to fix the unfair funding scheme. 
 

 
1 bailout:  act of giving financial help 
2 palatable: acceptable or satisfactory 



 

 

Rauner and Barickman are intentionally confusing the issue. The current funding 
system is unfair, no matter how much money is poured into the educational system - 
which may sound nice, but it doesn’t solve the fundamental unfairness of the current 
system. 
 
While Rauner, Barickman and others criticize Manar’s plan, they have revealed no 
plans of their own to fix a system that nearly everyone involved in education knows is 
unfair and puts the state’s poorest students at a disadvantage. 
 
Rauner has stated he’s in favor of education reform, although most of his actions thus 
far have been to maintain the status quo.3 
 
In the best interests of the state’s students, Rauner and the Republicans should quit 
playing political games with Manar’s proposal and work to reform a system that is 
fundamentally unfair to many. 
 
 
Guiding question: How does the text use language to strengthen its arguments? 
 
 
Adapted from "Editorial: School Funding System Fundamentally Unfair to Many." 
Pantagraph.com. www.pantagraph.com. 2018. 

 
 

 
3 status quo: the existing state of affairs, especially regarding social or political issues 


