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Write an analysis on each of the texts. It is not compulsory for you to address the 
guiding questions in your answers.  

 
TEXT A 
 

 Conclusion 
 
The women of Japan today constitute a highly diverse population both in terms of the values 
they hold and the lifestyles they lead. Are either the traditional religions or the new religions 
capable of responding adequately to the emotional sufferings experienced by these diverse 
types of women— housewives who suffer from loneliness in spite of living with their families, 
single women, married but childless women, unmarried mothers, women who are caught in a 
dilemma between career and family life? What must be done—what changes must be 
undertaken—in order that women can be truly liberated as women, rather than from being a 
woman? 
 
One of the obstacles that has been preventing Buddhism and the new religions  
from recognizing the various values that women hold is their adherence to family-like structure. 
The Constitution, which was enacted in 1947 following World War II, contained several 
provisions aimed at abolishing the traditional family system and securing equality of the sexes 
within the family. The sexism inherent in Japanese religions will continue to prevail so long as 
the family system is maintained. The function and meaning of this family system and the role of 
women within that system, particularly the domestic functions performed by them, must be 
reexamined and reevaluated in order for women to achieve a solid status within the sphere of 
organized religion. There is another factor that has prevented feminist issues from being clearly 
perceived in Japanese society—namely, a lack of individual consciousness and a sense of 
individuals making decisions for themselves and taking responsibility for themselves. In 
Western societies one tends to regard things in terms of dichotomies, for example, between 
sacred and secular, right and wrong, or superior and inferior, and then to proceed to do away 
with those elements that are seen as negative. In Japan, however, there is a tendency to accept 
and try to harmonize both the good and the bad rather than to seek to make clear the 
differences. Within this milieu individual qualities and abilities are often ignored. Social 
pressures encourage people to be as similar to others as possible and to maintain the status 
quo rather than seek to change it. 
 



 

 

This kind of society, which tends to accept everything without analysis or criticism and to 
embrace all of its members indiscriminately so long as they stay within the social order, has 
been labeled a “maternal society” by the psychologist Hayao Kawai (1976). In such a society 
individuals are not required or encouraged to decide matters for themselves. By extension,  
in such a society individuals are unlikely to think seriously about feminist issues and to raise 
such questions as, “Who is wrong?” and “Who are the enemies of feminism?” Men, too, are 
robbed of their autonomy in the social organizations in which they work and are therefore also 
victims. 
 
Our society is structured in such a way that all Japanese, of both sexes and at all levels, are 
forced to surrender their freedom for the sake of maintaining harmony and order within the 
larger social organization, that is, the nation. The pursuit of feminist issues within the Japanese 
context inevitably leads to consideration of other fundamental issues. One of these is the 
responsibility incumbent on those of us who have tended to entrust everything to 
organizational structures such as the nation, industry, and educational institutions to cultivate 
our own wills and personalities and to mature into individuals who can exercise independence 
and initiative in directing our lives. 
 
 
 
Guiding question: In what ways is the structure of the text used to convey ideas 
to the reader? 
 
 
Excerpt from Okano, Haruka. "Women in Japanese Buddhism." Transforming Japan: How 
Feminism and Diversity Are Making a Difference. New York: Feminist at the City U of New York, 
2011. 24-26. Print. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

TEXT B 
 
 

What’s New? The Effect of Hip-Hop Culture on Everyday 
English 

 
 
Expressions coined by urban youth have made their way into mainstream English via the so-
called hip-hop generation. Emmett G. Price III, PhD, is an assistant professor of Music and 
African American Studies at Northeastern University in Boston, Massachusetts. He is the author 
of Hip Hop Culture (ABC-CLIO, 2006) and editor-in-chief of the Journal of Popular Music Studies. 
He is also executive editor of the forthcoming three-volume Encyclopedia of African American 
Music (Greenwood Press, 2008). 
 
Language is the product of society. As a society changes, so does its language. One of the 
greatest signs of a changing language is the rapid expansion of its lexicons. Over the past 30 
years, American dictionaries have grown at unprecedented levels. Words attesting to the rich 
contribution of global cultures to American culture, words created for scientific use, words 
recognizing technological advances, and, of course, words representing contemporary culture 
have expanded the English language. Yet, it is this last category that has altered the English 
language more rapidly than any other influence. 
 
These changes are sparked by words created by youth and young adults who feel empowered 
to codify and label their own realities with new expressions: words that represent the new 
ponderings, new searches, new desires, and new ideas (even if the ideas really are not so new). 
In The Hip Hop Generation, Bakari Kitwana establishes the birth years of 1965-1984 as the 
criterion for admission into the hip-hop generation. It is obvious that Kitwana's closing year of 
1984 is not wide enough, as we have witnessed the emergence of multiple hip-hop generations, 
each birthing new additions and approaches to the English language. 
 
 
Hip-Hop Language 
 
Popular culture in the United States has had a unique effect on everyday English for many 
generations. African-American music, in many ways, has played a demonstrative role in this 
evolution. From the days prior to the emergence of the spirituals and the blues, African-
American music has informed its listeners (early on, mostly black) of the current events and 
liberation strategies, using alternative language understood only by those within the cultural 
network. 
 
Through the years, many of the words and phrases became integrated and used by outside 
communities who had figured out the context and definitions of these words. This process of 
cultural adaptation happened in many of the ethnic communities and enclaves within America, 
yet it was African-American music, containing much of this language, that informed much of 
American mainstream culture. 
 



 

 

The language of hip-hop culture is an extension of past and recent vernacular. Words like "hot" 
(1920s), "swing" (1930s), "hip" (1940s), "cool" (1950s), "soul" (1960s), "chill" (1970s), and 
"smooth" (1980s) have been redefined and usurped into hip-hop language. Hip-hop language is 
the next generation's answer to the age-old question — What's new? 
 
 
The Impact of Hip-Hop Culture 
 
The greatest impact of hip-hop culture is perhaps its ability to bring people of all different 
beliefs, cultures, races, and ethnicities together as a medium for young (and now middle-aged) 
people to express themselves in a self-determined manner, both individually and collectively. 
Hip-hop culture has influenced not only American English, but numerous languages around the 
world. Multicultural nations have vibrant hip-hop communities who have had to figure out 
what to do with these new words and phrases. From German Hip-Hop to Australian Hip-Hop to 
Pinoy Rap (Philippines) to Azeri Rap (Azerbaijan) to Rap Nigerien (Niger), hip-hop has had its 
effect on the languages of these nations and cultures. 
 
American English is a living organism, and with vibrant mechanisms such as hip-hop culture and 
the rapid growth of technology, who's to say what we will be saying or writing in the next 30 
years. Whether the United States is a "Hip-Hop Nation," as declared on the cover of the 
February 5, 1999, issue of Time magazine, or not, it is clearly evident that English has been 
greatly influenced by hip-hop culture. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
Guiding question: How does the text use formal language to educate the reader? 
 
 
Excerpt from Price, Emmet. "What's New? The Effect of Hip-Hop Culture on Everyday English.” 
2016. http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  


